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Operations 
BLIMP reached the conclusion of a very successful 2025 summer 
invasive species harvest season.  It has been another great season 
with Aqualogic with 50 barrels of milfoil harvested in 24 dive days.  
And, we will have them back for up to 3 weeks in the fall. 

- Milfoil identification – if you suspect you have milfoil by your camp 
please send us a text with your name, association &, most 
importantly, a picture of your camp taken from the lake.  Please text 
Association BLIMP Representative (see the list below) and they will 
then coordinate with Tom Eichner.   
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 Thank you Aqualogic 
and good-bye (for 
now) 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

We had several great events around the lake in June and July that 
brought the lake community together, provided a fun time and raised 
funds for BLIMP!  

 

 

The rain didn’t stop the fishermen from showing up for the Fishing 
Derby.  Thank you to all the participants and sponsors for the 2025 
Balch Lake Fishing Derby.  There were over 60 people on the lake 
that Saturday and some lucky winners!  Thanks to Brooke and Steve 
for all their hard work, together they raised over $1,500 for BLIMP!   

Congratulations to Brian Lavalier with the winning Bass at 3.44Ibs.   

 

We had perfect weather for the Poker Run and we dealt over 200 
hands  and received several donations while on the water, for a total 
of $1215.  Thanks to all the volunteers and participants.   

Congratulations to Diane Landry on her winning hand!  

 

 

 

Mark your calendars to join in 
the fun events that help raise 
funds for BLIMP and get the 
lake community together 

 

  

Use the above QR code to 
make donations directly to 
BLIMP.  When making 
donations, please include your 
lake association in the notes. 

FUNDRAISING 



More fun events planned for August and September                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Water Quality/Analysis 

BLIMP continues to proactively do water quality monitoring that is unique among NH and ME lakes.  We do 
this in conjunction with UNH and with Katahdin Analytic Laboratories, a Maine EPA certified laboratory.  Balch 
Lake is demonstrably free of heavy metals, “forever chemicals” like BPA and PFAS and meets the highest 
standards of quality for a lake of our size and age.  Unlike many of our nearby lakes, Balch continues to be free 
from algae blooms- another testament to our water quality! 

 

 

 

Balch Lake Dam Keeping 
 
Please note that the dam is managed by the Town of Newfield so if you have any questions or concerns you 
can reach out to the Town at 207-793-4348 

 

BLIMP Volunteer Spot Light 
.   

 

Surveying via paddleboard was highlighted at the NH Lakes Congress as one of the best ways to survey for 
milfoil.  That combined with polarized sunglass lenses can make a big difference in seeing through the water.      
                                                                                                           
We have been very fortunate to have increased our volunteer efforts this summer.  Mark Matuszewski and 
Henry Lovejoy of Shady Nook did paddleboard surveys for variable leaf milfoil and their efforts uncovered 
several places not previously identified. 
 
I had an opportunity to interview Mark about his experience.  Mark’s family camp is in a shallow area and he 
was in regular contact with Tom and Dennis regarding the ongoing milfoil issues in his cove.  Given that some 
of our regular volunteers needed to step back this year to manage personal health issues, Mark reached out to 
Sue to volunteer to help with the milfoil identification. 
 
Mark regularly paddleboards so he expanded beyond Shady Nook and became familiar with invasive milfoil vs. 
native plant identification.   Once he knew what to look for, he could find it easily from the paddleboard. He 
coordinated with Henry Lovejoy who worked from the dam to the narrows/custom house and Mark worked 
beyond that area.  He focused on cruising along the shorelines, knowing to look in the shallower areas taking 
photos from the water to help mark for the divers. 

He downloaded a GPS track app and he would drop a pin where he was finding the milfoil.  The app would 
provide a way point, he would attach a picture from the water relative to the shoreline to help Aqualogic locate 
once they were in the water.   

Mark’s curiosity and passion for the work he is doing was evident in the many ideas he presented to BLIMP 
President and to NH DES on innovative ways to identify and eliminate invasive species at Balch.   

We thank Mark and Henry for all the work they did this year.  And Mark would love to have more paddleboard 
volunteers on the water next year.  Please reach out to Sue Jackman if you are interested in helping in this 
capacity.  

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Visit https://awwatersheds.org to request a 
technical assistance visit 

https://awwatersheds.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a reminder, there are 
several loon nesting platforms 
around the lake.  Please be 
extra cautious when doing any 
water activites near these 
platforms.   

LOON 
PRESERVATION 



 

BLIMP Board of Directors, Advisors & 
Association Reps 
Contact Information 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit Balch Lake Improvement Association website 
to stay connected to all things BLIMP…Invasives – 
Balch Lake Improvement Association 

 

  

 
We continue to work with all the associations around the lake to identify the BLIMP Representatives.  
Please contact Donna Lefebvre @don_ox@yahoo.com to update the information for your association.   

 

Visit Balch Lake Improvement Association website to stay connected to all things BLIMP 

Invasives – Balch Lake Improvement Association 

https://www.balchlake.org/invasives/
https://www.balchlake.org/invasives/
https://www.balchlake.org/invasives/


EXHIBITS:  
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